[image: image3.emf] 

Letter from the DECI Director 

“Change” / verb

a. to make different

b. to give a different position or direction

Fall is the time of the year when the leaves change colors; children are changing teachers, sports teams have changed their players, and so on.  

We all know that change is inevitable. It takes a resilient person to endure the constant changes that occur in our lives.  Initiative, attachment and self-regulation/self-control are within-self protective factors that help us cope with change. Recently I was told about a scenario where a child displayed these protective factors and worked with an adult to successfully manage change.   

One Saturday afternoon, a dad was taking his three-year-old daughter along on some errands.  Upon entering a local department store, the three-year-old spotted a child-sized fire engine that was just perfect for a short ride. When she asked if she could please have a ride, her Dad told her, “Maybe on the way out.”

During the course of shopping the dad spotted a DVD that he thought his daughter would enjoy and purchased it for her. After he had paid for their purchases, the little girl was given a ride on her daddy’s shoulders as they walked out of the store. Of course, they had to walk past the fire engine. The child asked, “Now can I ride the fire engine, Daddy?” The dad could feel his daughter droop with disappointment when he told her that he had purchased the video for her and that was really enough of a treat for one day.  The child didn’t cry but was very quiet for a moment and then said, “But 

Daddy, you wanted me to have the video, I wanted to ride the fire engine.”  

Sometimes a change is as simple as taking the time to hear another perspective on a situation, and then letting that new information guide your decision.  In this scenario, the child showed attachment, initiative and self-regulation to handle this change, feeling secure enough to use her words to explain her wants rather than use a temper tantrum.  Thankfully, the dad took the time to listen to his daughter and changed his mind to allow her the ride that she had requested. 

As you enjoy the many changes around you this fall, keep in mind that changes within ourselves are often necessary and rewarding.  Listen to the perspective of the children you encounter, and you will be a wiser teacher and parent.

Happy Fall! 

Linda K. Likins, National Director

Devereux Early Childhood Initiative 

“Change your thoughts and you change your world.”

~ Norman Vincent Peale
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What’s New at DECI?

Devereux Center for Resilient Children- Hiring!!!

Research Position Available

We are recruiting for a full-time Research Associate at the DCRC.  The Research Associate will work with Paul LeBuffe and other staff in designing, implementing, and disseminating research related to fostering resilience and social-emotional competence in children and the adults who care for them.  The Research Associate will also be involved in the development of assessments, intervention guides, and other DECA/DESSA program materials. The ideal candidate will have at least a Master’s degree in psychology, special education, or a related field.  Experience conducting research in schools and early care and education settings is required.  Experience as a trainer or grant writer is highly desired. Interested candidates should contact plebuffe@devereux.org or call (610)542-3090.

DECI Professional Development Opportunities for 2011, dates now available!  

See pages 7-8 of this newsletter, or go to www.devereuxearlychildhood.org for more information (click “training” on the home page).

Welcome to our New DCRC Team Member

Katherine Ross has recently joined the DCRC staff as a Research Assistant.  In this role, Katherine will be playing a major role in the revision of the DECA. Katherine is also coordinating the development of the Spanish version of the DESSA.  Katherine has a bachelor's degree in psychology from Penn State and worked with both at-risk children and the elderly in her undergraduate research.  Please join us in welcoming Katherine to our team. 


DECA Preschool Revision Invitation

In keeping with best practices, we are beginning a multi-year revision of the DECA to reflect both advances in knowledge and changes in children over the past decade.  We will soon begin data collection with the pilot version of the revised DECA.  This data set will be used to generate new norms.  We hope to gain a sample size of at least 5,000 participants by the end of January.  If you or your program would like to participate in the national standardization of the new DECA, please contact Katherine Ross at 610-542-3117 or kross@devereux.org. As this is a rather ambitious undertaking, any leads on potential programs or individuals that would like to participate will be greatly appreciated. 

DECI Newsletter National Advisory Board:  We are thrilled to announce our newsletter advisory group, serving a 2-year term beginning with this edition!  Our new team includes:  Jordana Ash, Kid Connect Boulder, CO; Cathy Calliotte, Gryphon House, Inc., Silver Springs, MD; Steve Erwin, Chico State University, Chico, CA; Chris Kelley, Children Inc., Covington, KY; Sandy Meyer, SCAN, Inc., Fort Wayne, IN; and Margaret Mobley, Healthy Social Behaviors Initiative, NC.

FLIP IT Online Course for CEUs!

This online course helps learners delve into the four steps in the FLIP IT mnemonic which stands for F – Feelings, L – Limits, I – Inquiries, P – Prompts.  FLIP IT offers a simple, kind, strength-based, commonsense and effective four-step strategy for day-to-day challenges and challenging behaviors from children.  See page 4 of this newsletter for more details, or visit www.netsmartu.com\flipit
Going to NAEYC in Anaheim this November?  

DECI will be presenting several sessions:

Nov 4, 10-11:30am: Tuff Stuff: Using Music to Build Motivation in Young Children; David Kisor and Tom Lottman

Nov 4, 4-5pm: Want Them to Remember Your Training?  Learn How (and Why) to use Music and Video in Your Sessions; David Kisor and Linda Likins

Nov 6, 8:30-9:30am: Music that Matters for Infants and Toddlers; Chris Kelley and David Kisor

Nov 6, 10-11:30am: Measuring and Building Resilience at Any Age; Paul LeBuffe and Linda Likins.  

Partnering for NAEYC Professional Development Institute in June, 2011 in RI? 

DECI is assembling a panel of DECA users to speak about social and emotional assessment and various curricula working hand in hand. If you are planning to attend the conference in Providence, RI and would like to discuss the possibility of joining our panel discussion, please contact Karen Cairone at kcairone@devereux.org.

Local Program Mentor (LPM) News

Congratulations to our newest Devereux Recognized LPMs!  

Sandy Meyer, Fort Wayne, IN; Lisa Ausman, Eau Claire, WI; Christina Hambuch-Boyle, Eau Claire, WI; Susan Shoemaker, Greensboro, NC
Exclusive LPM Resources including two new training activities to use in your role as a LPM
Get people talking in training about how and where they see examples of initiative, attachment and self-control.  Log on to the LPM section of the DECI website www.devereuxearlychildhood.org 

Addressing Challenging Behavior through use of the DECA Program, Second Step Curriculum, and Positive Behavior Support (PBS)

By Jennifer Champagne O’Connor, M.Ed

Early Childhood Behavior Consultant

Oakland Intermediate School District, Michigan
As an early childhood behavior consultant, I am often confronted with the challenges teachers face when addressing challenging behaviors in the classroom.  There are days when I have wished for a magic wand; days when I felt like I was offering bandages for bullet wounds.  My own feelings of inadequacy mirror the feelings of teachers when nothing seems to work.  This has led me to seek out research and evidence-based resources to support teachers as they support children and families.  I would like to share a little bit about two dedicated educators who, with the support of an early childhood behavior consultant and a social worker, utilized three evidence-based resources to support a student who exhibited persistently challenging behavior.  Identifying information about the student will be changed to protect identity.  

Debbie and Vivian have been teaching together in a Head Start classroom for seven years.  All staff in their building have committed to implementing Positive Behavior Support for Young Children (PBSYC).  Debbie and Vivian regularly attend monthly PBSYC coaching meetings.  To meet the required Head Start Performance Standards, they use the Second Step® curriculum along with the Devereux Early Childhood Assessment (DECA).   They have been using the Second Step® curriculum during large group time with their students and reinforcing the lessons throughout the daily experiences.  They use the DECA results to create classroom profiles to identify areas for strength building throughout their teaching practices.  Information from the DECA is also utilized with families to support children who are identified as needing additional resources and support. 

A young girl named Sarah began attending Debbie and Vivian’s classroom in the fall of 2008.  This was her first experience following a classroom routine and interacting with peers.  After the first month of school, it was apparent that she would need some additional support.  Debbie and Vivian reported that Sarah was hurting others, using obscene language, and refusing to accept other choices when her first choice was not available.  In addition, her mother reported concerns about temper tantrums and destroying property at home.  DECA scores and observational data were used to identify strengths and areas of need.  Some of the supports Debbie and Vivian were able to provide represent a blending of PBSYC, DECA and Second Step® along with the persistence and expertise of compassionate teachers.  

· The DECA results indicated attachment as an area of need.  It appeared that Sarah wanted to play with peers but struggled to find appropriate ways to initiate play.  A picture story was created about initiating play and copies were shared with her family.

· Social skills and emotion management techniques such as how to initiate play, how to let others join play and how to calm down were taught to Sarah and her classmates. 

· The DECA results indicated self-control as an area of need and so Sarah was given special meaningful tasks during transition times.  For example, she was given the responsibility for carrying the class notebook while walking down the hall.

· Rules and expectations were taught to all students using clear positive language with visual examples posted throughout the building and playground.

· Family meetings incorporated the DECA results with PBSYC strategies.  A transition meeting took place in May to develop strategies to support Sarah and her family during summer and the following school year.

Toward the end of the year, I remember watching Sarah in the bike room.  She approached a child on a bike and asked for a turn.  The child said “No” and Sarah walked away to select a different bike.  This might seem like a small milestone for some children, but for Sarah, this represented a great accomplishment.  By combining DECA, Second Step®, and PBSYC, Debbie and Vivian were able to offer something more healing than a bandage and more real than a magic wand. 
	FLIP IT Challenging Behavior

Online Course Now Available
www.netsmartu.com\flipit
                     
[image: image1]
ONLINE COURSE OVERVIEW:

When a child's challenging behavior demands your attention, it is hard to know what to say and do. FLIP IT can be your guide. 

· The four steps are embodied in the FLIP IT mnemonic that stands for F – Feelings, L – Limits, I – Inquiries, P – Prompts.  

· Each section of the course uses a blend of animation, anecdotes, and real life experiences to engage the learner on a personal and professional level.
· FLIP IT offers a simple, kind, strength-based, commonsense and effective four-step strategy for day-to-day challenges and challenging behaviors from children.   

· Children who are frequently “FLIPPED” become emotionally aware problem-solvers who develop healthy coping skills that will last a lifetime.

HOURS:  The course has a running time of 2.5 hours.  Upon completion of the course, 0.5 CEUs are offered (5 hours) factoring in time for the interactive pieces, reflection, application of the skill, and learning assessment.  

COST:  $35.00

WEBSITE:  www.netsmartu.com\flipit
CEUs:  from Western Kentucky University for $25 upon completion of the 5 hours of FLIP IT course work (0.5 CEUs). You will be prompted to print, complete, and mail in a course credit form after passing the assessment at the end of the final course.  (Note: you do not have to complete an entire course at one time. You may exit the course and resume the course at your convenience.)

From Our Training Staff:

Positive Psychology

By Nefertiti Bruce, DECI National Trainer

In 2007, as a part of my role with the DECI, I co-authored “Building Your Bounce:  Simple Strategies for a Resilient You.”  During the development of this resource I became increasingly interested in resilience theory and its impact on the quality of care in early care and education.  For this reason, I enrolled in an online Positive Psychology class at University of Pennsylvania lead by Tal Ben-Shahar. 

Positive Psychology is the scientific study of the strengths and virtues that enable individuals and communities to thrive. This field is founded on the belief that people want to lead meaningful and fulfilling lives, to cultivate what is best within themselves, and to enhance their experiences of love, work, and play.  

While at times it was difficult to balance class and my hectic summer training schedule, this course was well worth it.  Live lectures were about 45 minutes long and were uploaded to a password protected section of University of Pennsylvania’s website.  Written materials were also available each week for downloading.  At the conclusion of each lesson, we participated in what was called a “time-in”.  This opportunity allowed for reflective thinking.  

During one time-in exercise, we listed 4-10 rituals that we could add to our lives that would make us happier.  Here were the top three from my personal list, 1) Spending quality time with family and friends at least 2-4 times a month; 2) Quietly relaxing my body and mind for at least 10 minutes each night before bed; and, 3) Preparing a new recipe (suggestions welcome!) once a month to share with family and/or friends. 

I truly enjoyed my experience and am working with diligence to apply what I learned.  I’ve got my “bounce” and am a happier, more positive person because I do.  I wish you and yours the same.
Newsletter submissions are always welcome!

Contact Kcairone@devereux.org to share ideas, articles, questions, and resources! (Get free goodies as a Thank You!)




Useful Resources on Resilience 

October is Bullying Prevention Month

The Committee for Children offers activities to help teach children friendship-making skills, as well as surveys to gauge perception of bullying in your school.  http://www.cfchildren.org/
Cultural and Linguistic Competence Family Organization Assessment Tool
The National Center for Cultural Competence at Georgetown University's Center for Child and Human Development has developed a new tool for assessing organizational cultural and linguistic competence, designed specifically for family organizations concerned with children with behavioral-emotional disorders, special health care needs, and disabilities. The Cultural and Linguistic Competence Family Organization Assessment Instrument (2010) can be downloaded in PDF format at http://www.gucchdgeorgetown.net/nccc/clcfoa/
Addressing the Mental Health Needs of Young Children and Their Families 
The Comprehensive Community Mental Health Services for Children and Their Families Program, administered through the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), funds systems of care, a community-based service delivery model that promotes positive mental health outcomes for children and their families. A new brief from SAMHSA discusses recent data showing that behavioral and emotional problems decreased among 31% of young children under the age of 8 with mental health challenges within the first 6 months of entering systems of care. Caregivers’ levels of strain also improved within 6 months of services. Addressing the Mental Health Needs of Young Children and Their Families is available online at http://www.samhsa.gov/children/docs/MH_Needs_Children_Families.pdf 

Census Reports More Children Living in Poverty: Implications for Well-being: Child-Trend Data
Both the number of children in poverty and the child poverty rate increased between 2008 and 2009 according to the U.S. Census Bureau which just released new national estimates of poverty.  A substantial body of research links poverty with multiple negative outcomes for children. When compared with children from more affluent families, poor children are more likely to have low academic achievement, to drop out of school, and to have health, behavioral, and emotional problems. These linkages are particularly strong for children whose families experience deep poverty, who are poor during early childhood, and who are trapped in poverty for a long time.

Children in Poverty: Trends, Consequences, and Policy Options http://www.childtrends.org/Files/Child_Trends-2009_04_07_RB_ChildreninPoverty.pdf 
The Strengths of Poor Families http://www.childtrends.org/Files/Child_Trends-2009_5_14_RB_poorfamstrengths.pdf 

Radio Segment Discusses Post Traumatic Stress Disorder in Very Young Children 
Source: BAM Radio
BAM Radio, an education radio network providing programs from the nation's top education organizations and thought leaders, recently featured a discussion on Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) in very young children. In the segment, experts Dr. Patricia Van Horn, Susan J. Grosse and Susan Sawyers provide information on how to identify possible PTSD in young children and guidance on what to do if a child is thought to be affected. It can be accessed at http://www.jackstreet.com/jackstreet/WMBK.RTPTSD.cfm
New Fundraising Resource:  Not Just Small Change:  Fund Development for Early Childhood Programs

This new fundraising guide was written specifically for early childhood programs by a veteran early childhood fundraiser, Roberta Bergman.  The practical resource provides advice on whom to ask (and keep asking) for money, building the donor base, developing relationships with your donors, grant writing, and more!  

http://www.ccie.com/catalog/product_info.php?products_id=4000530
Can Preschoolers Be Depressed?
Parenting author Pamela Paul attempts to answer that question in this weekend's New York Times Magazine. Among her sources are Joan Luby, professor of child psychiatry at Washington University School of Medicine; Daniel Klein, professor of clinical psychology at the State University of New York at Stony Brook; and Arnold Sameroff, developmental psychologist at the University of Michigan's Center for Human Growth and Development. Luby is one of the first researchers to systematically study the criteria for preschool depression. Diagnosing it in children so young is controversial.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/29/magazine/29preschool-t.html?_r=2&hp

Research: Youngest Kids Get Mislabeled with ADHD
Two recent studies point to a tendency for the youngest children in class to be diagnosed as having attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) when their inattentiveness and impulsiveness is probably due to immaturity. Todd Elder, Michigan State University, found that the youngest kids in kindergarten were 60 percent more likely to be diagnosed with ADHD than their oldest classmates. He estimates the costs of unneeded medication alone at as much as $500 million annually. 
http://news.msu.edu/story/8160/

Military Families and Resilience

By Katherine Ross, Research Assistant
Devereux Center For Resilient Children

Since the beginning of the War on Terror nine years ago, over 2 million children have been directly affected by the deployment of a parent.  Currently, 14% of soldiers are female and 42% of military members have children.
   In addition to the typical demands that face a military family, the current conflict has introduced a new set of challenges.  Deployment duration is the lengthiest since WWII and extensions are often unexpected, making it difficult for families to plan or gain a sense of comfort, even when their loved ones are expected to come home.  

Due to the unique nature of this war, findings from studies conducted on familial issues during previous conflicts cannot be directly correlated with our present day military families.  Some findings, however, have remained consistent. Hoge and colleagues (2006) found that the number and length of deployments is directly correlated with the presence and severity of psychological problems in children.  Repeated deployments can result in clinically significant mental and behavioral health problems in children.
  Also, increased number of combat months increases the chances of childhood depression and externalizing behaviors. 
Deployment itself introduces a set of challenges for children.  Findings suggest maltreatment rates are 42% higher during deployment and the rates of neglect actually double.
  According to Sheppard and colleagues, children of deployed parents show significant decreases in test scores across all school subjects and clinically elevated externalizing behavior scores.  An even larger effect is seen in children whose mother was the parent deployed.  

The health and well being of the parent left to care for the child at home must also be considered.  The mental health of the parent at home is highly correlated with how the child adjusts to the deployment and directly correlated with the academic achievement of the child.
  Interestingly, in a recent study by Chandra et al., children self reported higher levels of emotional difficulties than what was reported by their parents. This may be an indicator of dissonance between caregivers and children, perhaps due to additional parenting roles.

It may seem as if the return of a loved one from war would bring a great deal of relief and comfort to a family.  Although this may be partially true, Lester et al., reported that children of a recently returned parent showed higher levels of anxiety than children of a currently deployed parent.
   This may be another indicator of the unique nature of this war.  Medical advances have allowed soldiers with once lethal injuries to live, often with permanent and debilitating injuries that may require lifelong care from their family members and children.  

Something must be done to help these children and their families.  The Army plans to develop programs that foster resilience in families, paying special attention to children.
  The plan for a “resilient soldier” strongly reflects the ideas, mission, and perspective of the Devereux Center for Resilient Children.  As members of the early childcare field and on the forefront of the resiliency perspective, we have an obligation to share our wealth of knowledge and resources with struggling military families and their children.

The Real Warriors website offers excellent resources to promote resilience for military families: http://realwarriors.net/family/care/careforyourself.php
	Just Announced: 

2011 DECI Professional Development Opportunities
Contact: Debi Mahler Dmahler@devereux.org
or call (610)574-6141. Or, register online: www.devereuxearlychildhood.org
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Two Great Sessions Remain in 2010:

DECA for Infants and Toddlers Implementation Training (Infant/Toddler)

· November 15-16, 2010 in Newport, KY (suburb of Cincinnati, OH)
DECA for Infants and Toddlers Local Program Mentor (LPM) Training

· November 17-18, 2010 in Newport, KY (suburb of Cincinnati, OH)
DECA Program for Preschool Trainings

DECA Program Implementation Training (Preschool)

· March 14-15, 2011 in Omaha, NE 

· April 13-14, 2011 in Newport, KY (Suburb of Cincinnati, OH) 

· October 17-18, 2011 in Kansas City, MO

This two day training prepares participants to implement a strength-based assessment and planning system to promote preschoolers’ resilience and social and emotional health.  Participants gain a thorough understanding and appreciation for the need to strengthen young children’s social and emotional health as well as the tools to effectively implement resilience-building strategies in the classroom and at home.

DECA-C (Clinical) Training (Preschool)

· March 16, 2011 in Omaha, NE 

· October 17-18, 2011 in Kansas City, MO

· Check our website for additional webinar dates on the DECA-C in 2011!

This one day training is designed for mental health professionals, social workers, and other child serving professionals who work with children already identified as having challenging behaviors.  Participants learn how to administer and interpret the DECA-C assessment results, and use these results effectively in behavioral planning.

Practical Strategies to Build Resilience at Home and in School - Preschool

· April 15, 2011 in Newport, KY (suburb of Cincinnati, OH)
This one day training is designed for both the new and seasoned DECA user who wants additional planning ideas for their work with families as well as in the preschool classroom.  This session will start by taking an in-depth look at family partnerships, with a focus on the parent conference as the starting point for a DECA planning process that is based on shared decision-making.  Additional social and emotional strategies specific to the home environment will be discussed.  This session will then take a closer look at the classroom setting and specific ways to use music that can promote initiative, attachment, and self-control.  Each participant of the training will receive the Songs of Resilience, Volumes I&II, and participants will leave the training knowing how to integrate the songs and related activities into lesson plans.

DECA Program for Infants and Toddlers Trainings

DECA for Infants and Toddlers Implementation Training (Infant/Toddler)

· March 14-15, 2011 in Omaha, NE

· September 28-29, 2011, in Newport, KY (suburb of Cincinnati, OH)
· October 17-18, 2011 in Kansas City, MO
This two day training prepares participants to implement a strength-based assessment and planning system to promote resilience and social and emotional health of infants and toddlers.  Participants gain a thorough understanding of the need to strengthen infant and toddler social and emotional health as well as the tools to effectively assess and implement resilience-building strategies in all types of care-giving settings. Promoting resilience of the caregiver with also be discussed.

Practical Strategies to Build Resilience in Caregiving Settings - Infant/Toddler

· September 30, 2011 in Newport, KY (suburb of Cincinnati, OH)
This one day training is designed for both the new and seasoned DECA user who wants additional planning ideas for their center-based and/or home based work with infants, toddlers, and their families.  This session will start by taking an in-depth look at family partnerships, with a focus on the parent conference as the starting point for a DECA planning process that is based on shared decision-making.  Additional social and emotional strategies specific to the home environment will be discussed.  This session will then take a closer look at specific ways to use music that can promote initiative, attachment, and self-regulation in both center and home-based settings.  Each participant of the training will receive the Beautiful Baby, Wonderful Child CD, and participants will leave the training knowing how to integrate the songs and related activities into their work with Infants, Toddlers, and Families.

DECA Birth Through Five Trainings

NEW!-DECA Program Birth to Five Implementation Training

· June 20-21, 2011, in Nashville, TN

Promoting resilience through the years!  This two day training prepares participants to implement both the DECA for Infants and Toddlers Program and the DECA Program for Preschoolers.  Participants leave prepared to effectively use both tools to assess and plan for the classroom and caregiving environments, for individual children, as well as for the adults in their lives.

NEW!-DECA Program Birth to Five Local Program Mentor Training

· June 22-24, 2011, in Nashville, TN

Take your DECA skills to the MENTOR level!  As more programs are looking to use the continuum of DECA Program resources for children birth through five, we are now offering three day Local Program Mentor training on both the DECA Program for Infants and Toddlers and the DECA Program for Preschoolers.  A prerequisite to attend the three day Birth to Five Local Program Mentor training is attendance at a two day implementation training on the DECA Program OR DECA for Infants and Toddlers Program delivered by a Certified Trainer.  If new to the DECA/DECA-I/T Program, a participant can also meet the prerequisite by attending the two day DECA Birth Through Five Training being offered on June 20-21, 2011.  Participants leave prepared to offer workshops and technical assistance to their staff on both assessment programs.    

Adult and Child Resilience Training

Building Your Bounce, Building Their Bounce: Effective Strategies for Promoting the Social-Emotional Health and Resilience  of Children and the Adults Who Care for Them

· July 21-22, 2011, in Raleigh, NC

This training is designed for any adult in the early care and education field who wants to be inspired, motivated, and encouraged within the important context of caring for young children.  Day one focuses on effective strategies for promoting the social-emotional health and resilience of adults while day two focuses on effective strategies for promoting the social and emotional heath and resilience of children in the classroom.  Join us for one or both days of this exciting training event!
Train-The-Trainer Sessions

Facing the Challenge:  Helping Teachers Better Work with Children With Challenging Behavior Train-The-Trainer Session (Preschool)

· March 30-April 1, 2011 in Renton, WA (Suburb of Seattle)
· September 28-30, 2011 in Villanova, PA (Suburb of Philadelphia)
This training is an intensive, interactive two and a half day session delving more deeply into the understanding of, prevention of, and planned responds to challenging behaviors in young children.  Participants leave prepared to deliver trainings of varying lengths on challenging behaviors as well as to customize training modules and create their own workshops that meet the particular needs of their audiences.  This training session is co-led by best-selling author Barbara Kaiser and Devereux National Trainers and highlights the use of Facing the Challenge and Classroom Moments, DVD resources that capture footage of early childhood educators at work with children who display challenging behaviors.

FLIP IT: Transforming Challenging Behaviors Train-the-Trainer Session (Preschool and beyond!)

· April 28-29, 2011 in Westminster, CO (Suburb of Denver)
· November 14-15, 2011 in Villanova, PA (Suburb of Philadelphia)
This two day training is an intensive, interactive session that reviews FLIP IT, a four step approach to building supportive relationships that encourage emotional awareness and control in children ages three through eight The four steps are embodied in the FLIP IT mnemonic which stands for F – Feelings, L – Limits, I – Inquiries, P – Prompts.  Participants leave prepared to deliver the one day training on FLIP IT as well as to customize training modules and create their own workshops that meet the particular needs of their audiences.

For more information, please visit our website at www.devereuxearlychildhood.org.  Click the “training” tab at the top of the home page.  Registration for all 2011 training dates begins on November 1, 2010.

All of these trainings (and more!) can be brought to your local program or community.  Contact Debi Mahler, Training Coordinator at dmahler@devereux.org or (610) 574-6141 for more information!
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