
NANNY STELLA OF THE HIT SHOW NANNY 911 WILL BE SPEAKING 
AT THE LAKELAND CENTER ON 11/07 AT 2 P.M.  

IF YOU WOULD LIKE FREE TICKETS CONTACT US AT THE GAP LINE  

(863) 534-0753 

parent struggling with a child in 
public. Public places, stressed out 
parents and unruly or tired children 

can quickly bring on a 
parent-child meltdown. 
The Wakanheza Project 
provides simple strate-
gies to defuse these po-
tentially explosive or 
abusive situations. The 
Wakanheza Project fo-
cuses on prevention by 
involving individuals 
and the community.  
 

This training can be two to four 
hours and includes discussions on 
parenting and discipline, exercises 
about children’s behavior in public 
and tips and suggestions for inter-

 
Continued on page 2 

Wakanheza (Sacred Being) is the 
Dakota word for child. As a com-
munity, we need to lend a hand to 
help parents with the toughest job 
they will ever love 
parenting and to 
protect our chil-
dren, these sacred 
beings.  

 
THE WAKAN-
HEZA PROJECT  
- Based on six prin-
cipals, this custom-
ized training is a 
community-based 
initiative focused on reducing ten-
sion and stressful situations for 
families. The overall concept is to 
teach people when and how to 
reach out and help without judg-
ment or scorn - when witnessing a 

WAKANHEZA  

In
 th

e 
K

no
w

 

D
E

V
E

R
E

U
X

 
K

ID
S

 
G

A
P

 
P

RO
G

R
A

M
 

Issue 7  

Sept—Oct 2009 

Absolutely Free Family Events 
Polk County 
10/15/09 – Car Seat Class at Family 
Fundamentals  6:00pm – 8:00pm 
If you would like to attend the class 
or need a car seat please call Juli 
Davis at 686-1221 ext. 505 

What Parents Need to Do:  

- Bring the child using their current 
restraint.                                                          
- Allow at least 20 to 30 minutes for 
each seat to be checked.                                       
- Provide the vehicle owner’s manual.        
- Provide the child restraint instruc-
tions. 

10/17/09 Safe Kids - Car Seat 
Check - 9:00am – 12:00pm                                 
New Highlands Self Storage                   
2385 EF Griffin Road                           
Bartow, FL 33830  

Did you know that 4 out of 5 car 
seats are not installed properly?                         
Could yours be one of them? 

10/19/09 – Learn to file for Social 
Security eligibility 8:00 am – 3:00 
pm 

Sponsored by  NAMI Polk County   
SPACE IS LIMITED  Register for 
this free class that will help you learn 
how to apply for medical Social Se-

Continued on page 2 



curity eligibility. Call (863)533-
4411.  Event will take place at St 
David’s Church on Edgewood Drive 
in Lakeland.  

10/25/09 – Speaker Dr. Solange 
Pendas 4:00 pm 
In support of Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month, Williams Temple Chris-
tian Methodist Episcopal Church and 
Rev. Sarah Williamson, Pastor pre-
sents Dr. Solange Pendas of Lake-
land Regional Cancer Center. You 
and your friends are invited to come 
and learn about Breast Cancer and 
what you can do to support the 
strides against cancer. 301 Quentin 
Avenue NW Winter Haven, Florida 

10/29/09 Family Fundamentals 
Pajama Party 4:30 pm – 6:30 pm 
Wear your pajamas, meet the tooth 
fairy and learn to create rituals that 
make bedtime fun and easy.  Free 
snacks and book giveaway.  For 
more information call (863) 686-
1221 ext 221 

1021 Lakeland Hills Blvd 
Lakeland, FL 33805 

DEV EREUX K IDS  GAP PROGRAM 

 
Devereux Kids collaborates with Prevent Child 
Abuse Minnesota (PCAMN) and The Ramsey 
County Department of Public Health in bringing 

The Wakanheza Project to Flor-
ida. Devereux Kids serves as the 
lead agency implementing The 
Project in Florida, working in 
partnership with PCAMN to fa-
cilitate the training and provide 
follow-up and evaluation results. 
For information on scheduling a 
training in your community or for 
your organization, please contact 
Kimberly Miller at (813) 915-

7101 or email kmiller4@devereux.org. 

vening. Our hope is to raise awareness and encour-
age community residents to help in restoring safety 
for children in their neighborhoods by supporting 
parents and becoming more watchful of children in 
potentially vulnerable situations.  
 
The six principles of The Wa-
kanheza Project are based on re-
searched practices that have been 
tried and tested -- and work. The 
Wakanheza Project gives you 
tools that work for you in any 
environment to reduce tension 
and barriers that lead to harsh or 
even abusive words or actions. 
The Wakanheza Project works anywhere. It has 
been brought to libraries, museums, schools, health 
clinics, faith communities, government agencies 
and more.  

Almost Summer continued….. 

Gap Line: 863.534.0753 
Fax: 1.866.610.1491 

Engaging Communities… 
Strengthening Families 

www.devereuxkids.org 

10/29/09 TPPA Youth Rally 6:00 pm 
– 8:00 pm 
Sponsored by the Teen Pregnancy Pre-
vention Alliance for youth ages 10 to 
18.  Music, Skits, Dancing and Give-
aways.  Event will take place at Word 
Alive Ministries 302 E. Memorial Blvd. 
Lakeland 33805.  For more information 
call TPPA at (863) 297-3043. 

Hardee County 
10/27/09 Fall Program   4:30 pm– 
5:30 pm Hardee County Public Li-
brary — Come out for stories and 
crafts! (863) 773-6438 

Highlands County 

Sebring Public Library  
10/24/09 "National Treasure 2: Book 
of Secrets" Rated PG   
10/31/09 "Bringing down the House" 
Rated PG-13 

The movies start at 2 PM, in the Li-
brary's meeting room. Admission is 
free. Seating is limited.  For more infor-
mation call (863) 402-6716.  

Absolutely Free Family Events cont... 

If you need help or have 
questions about community 
resources please contact us 

on the Gap line 

863.534.0753 


